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of his eastern interests that Thorne entered into
hip with a member of the notable Genoese merchant
king house of Cataneo, which carried on business at
It was to one of the younger members of this family,
t he entrusted the up-bringing of his natural son
, born about 1526 of his association with a Spanish
Anna Garrera. Nicholas Thorne also had two natural
Seville (he later founded a legitimate family at Bristol)
of these lads was apprenticed to William Ostrich, a
nt London and Levant merchant, who eventually
Governor of the English merchants resident in Spain.
sman, Harry Ostrich, married Sebastian Cabot's
-I, probably the Bristol-born Elizabeth, and was
;ntal in bringing his elderly father-in-law back to
in 1548.
personal relationships are worth recording, for they
the milieu in which Roger Barlow was to be found,
is known to have been the close friend and business
alike of Robert and of Nicholas Thorne. He thus
as a member of a circle of men very prominent in
affairs, a circle with which Ministers of the Crown
dose touch. Roger Barlow was no obscure figure, even
>m his notable (or notorious) clerical brothers; on the
, he was a man of standing.
}reign merchants resident in Seville did not limit their
; to the Spanish and Levant trade. The Thornes, for
, had representatives in the Canary Islands, and they
d an old family servant, Thomas Tyson, himself a
nan, as far afield as the West Indies, a fact which
Hakluyt ascertained when he was going through
,' old ledgers more than half a century later. Roger
v^ent himself to the Canaries, and also to the Portuguese
is will appear from the text of his Brief Sunmie, and of
ater interest is the fact that he made a business journey
Cruz, the most southerly of the Portuguese 'castles5 or
1 Harldan MSS. 167.